
FAQ’s for SONOGRAPHY 
 
Each year we ask students accepted to the Sonography program what some questions and answers 
might be important to the next group coming in. Here are a few facts they thought might be good for 
you to know: 
 

1. How many students apply to the program? 
 
Please view the Historical Applicant Data found on the Sonography program admissions page, here you 
will find how many apply, average GPA, Degrees held, etc.  On average about 50-60. 
 
2. How many students are accepted each year? 
 
12 
 
3. How often does the program start? 
 
Fall semester only, students may apply to the college at any time to begin working on generals needed 
for the program.  
 
4. What is the average GPA of students accepted to the program? 
 
Please view the Historical Applicant Data: 
From 2013-2017 avg. GPA was 3.6 – 3.9 this is the student’s GPA for the pre-requisite courses.  
Once a student is accepted to the program a student will need to keep their GPA quite high to advance 
to the next semester. You must maintain an 80% GPA on all course or you will not be able to continue. If 
you struggle with your pre-requisite courses you may struggle with the Sonography courses.  
 
5. What are some things you should focus on reviewing before entry into the program? 
 
6. Having Anatomy fresh in your mind would be helpful, you will review the anatomy as you go thru the 
program however you will be learning anatomy from a different perspective as it is cross-sectional 
anatomy.  Anatomy is a crucial part of the program, it is helpful if you are very familiar with human 
anatomy. 
 
7. How many hours a week do you spend on homework/studying? 
 
Plan to spend 20-30 hours per week studying and working on assignments outside of class. 
 
8. Is it possible to work during the program? How many hours? 
 
It depends on the student, some students are able to find a balance between family, work, classes and 
studying. If you plan on working you need to be very self-driven to spend your free time working on 
assignments. Working may be limited to 20 hours a week, really the student will need to be the judge of 
this.  
 
9. Once in the program it is important to do whatever is needed to study and get the grades needed, any 
thoughts on how to do this? 



 
Group study, quiz lets, spend as much time as possible in the scanning lab and ask a lot of questions of 
your professors. 
 
10. Do Sonographers ever encounter bodily fluids, needles, blood? 
 
Depending on the setting you are working in you can encounter all of this. 
 
11. Do you need prior medical experience? 
 
No, however most students accepted into the program do have experience with patient care which is 
very helpful as a sonographer. 
 
12. Do you need to be physically fit for this career? 
 
It is very helpful if you are, practicing proper ergonomics and regular exercise will help prevent injuries.  
 
13. Do you have to write a lot of papers in this program? 
 
The program requires a fair amount of research projects which is an excellent way for students to learn 
their topics, however the written assignments are not overly long. 
 
14. What happens if you do fail a class once you are in the program? 
 
Please visit the program handbook for clarification. The handbook is available on line under the 
Sonography web page.  
 
15. Where are the clinical locations, are they out of state, do I have to move? 
 

Most clinic sites are now within MN and about 1/2 to 2/3's students have to relocate. The 
farthest North sites are in Thief River Falls and Duluth MN. The farthest southern sites are 
Willmar, Marshall and Fergus Falls, MN. We now work with about five metro sites. Most 
student relocate to the metro as the commute gets long.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


